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 Saluqi Spotlight : Hammam Alomari 
You May Have Your Mom Home For The Holidays But They Can’t! 
By Celeste Riley 

his time of year many Americans are making plans to gather 
with their family for Holiday celebrations, thanksgiving and 
winter break. But for Hammam Alomari and his five siblings, 

they continue living without their mother. Hammam’s family is from 
Yemen, which since 2012, has had civil unrest, terrorism and the tragic 
loss of life.  

Hammam’s story dates back to the 90’s when his father 
immigrated to the United States in 1987 and then became a U.S. Citizen 
in 1995. He went back to Yemen to marry in 1996 and stayed for three 
years where Hammam and his brother were born. His dad returned to the 
United States to work, would travel back and forth to visit his family, and 
had more children.  

In 2013 Hammam was 15 years old when he and his five younger 
siblings traveled with their father to the United States. According to World 
Report Yemen in 2013 “the country faced a growing humanitarian crisis 
with nearly half the population lacking sufficient food in Sanaa 
government and opposition forces deployed children to patrol streets, 
guard checkpoints and sometimes fight.”(www.hrw.org) Children in 
Yemen were kidnapped from their schools with at least 170 schools 
attacked, stated the Human Rights Watch, reporting that 1 million 
children were malnourished. This is why Hammam’s family chose to 
immigrate to the United States.  

In 2014 Hammam’s mother applied for a Visa to become a 
permanent resident of the United States. She was accepted in 2015 and 
waited for Immigration in Memphis to give her a visa. While she waited, 
Trump became President and “signed an Executive Order that banned 
foreign nationals from seven predominantly Muslim countries…and 
prohibited refugees from coming.” (www.aclu-wa.org) The ACLU sued 
Trump charging that the Muslim ban “violates First Amendment’s 
prohibition of government establishment of religion and the Fifth 
Amendment guarantees of equal treatment under the law.” (www.aclu-
wa.org)  

In response, President Trump signed another Executive Order, and 
in 2017 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled forbidding the government from 
banning any individual “who can claim a bona fide relationship with a 
person in the U.S.”(www.aclu-wa.org) Hammams mother falls under this 
definition yet, the Alomari family remains in perpetual emotional limbo. 
Hammam’s mother is too afraid to go back to Yemen and is currently 
waiting in Djibouti, East Africa. Their father joined his wife in Djibouti in 
2018 so she wouldn’t be waiting alone.  

While most 20-year-olds are concerned about managing their 
school, job and social life Hammam becomes the sole caretaker of his 
siblings. He’s a full-time Southwest student pursuing a degree in Natural  

 
 
Science and will graduate in the Spring of 2019. He plans to 

continue his undergrad as a pharmacist at Ole Miss University pending 
scholarships. Hammam currently works at a gas station to make ends 
meet and manages his sibling's everyday life from back to school 
shopping, driving them to all their appointments and making sure 
housework and homework are complete. He had to drop a class because 
it was too much for him to handle at first. Hammam said that he feels 
“stigmatized by going through all this stuff and has had to learn everything 
in America the hard way.”  

He didn’t speak English when he arrived in America and there was 
culture shock such as learning how to eat using utensils. Visionaries along 
the way encouraged Hammam to continue his goals of achieving the 
American Dream. His teacher Linda Patterson recognized that he needed 
to take ESL classes and his art teacher was so passionate about her subject 
that she caused him to love learning.  Once Hammam graduated high 
school many people discouraged  him from attending Southwest stating 
that it would be a waste of time, but he realized that Southwest offered 
many opportunities. He  has joined Phi Theta Kappa an is currently the 
Vice President of Scholarship. He is also the president of the International 
Club. Hammam compares his life to Jonas the main character in the book 
The Giver who started to see everything that was once dark. Hammam 
says that is what education is doing for him, going from darkness to the 
light of understanding. Hammam and his siblings are like any typical 
family; they do all they can to support one another as they wait for their 
mother to come home. We have much to be thankful for this Thanksgiving 
including our freedom in America, shared culture and family gatherings. 
Let’s not forget those without these things and be a neighbor to them.  
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Preparing for Finals 

By Destiny Royston 

he long-awaited week of finals is approaching and it can 

be a stressful time for students. There are many 

distractions for students, whether it’s school activities, 

working, or interferences at home, that can make it difficult to get enough 

studying into their schedule. However, Southwest students are not alone, 

because it can prepare students to do their best on finals. There are many 

strategies for Southwest students to get ready for finals such as tutors and 

study tips they can use at home to stay motivated. 

 In the classroom, teachers typically hand out study guides and it’s 

always important to take notes throughout the year so you can have 

something to study from. Creating your own study guide will put you in 

control in learning the material. Another strategy -that often works for 

me- is to quiz yourself by generating a study guide. Create exam questions 

that may be on the test, and then grade yourself on how well you did. 

Study an hour or two a day and quiz yourself at the end of the week. By 

doing so, you can have a clear understanding and refresh yourself with all 

the material from your study plan. 

Other strategies include starting as early as possible when 

studying. The earlier you start, the more you can apply this knowledge 

rather than cramming last minute and expecting to know it. When in class 

don’t be afraid to ask questions or email your instructor about the things 

you don’t understand. Teachers will take the time to make sure you are 

familiar with the material. 

 Students can receive in-person tutoring on Gill Center, Macon 

Cove, Maxine A. Smith Center, Union Campus or Whitehaven Center. 

Academic Support tutors are available in various subjects and convenient 

times for students, they accept walk-ins and appointments by either 

calling to make an appointment or scheduling your own on Southwest’s 

website. They are open as early as 8:00 am to 9:00 pm to assist students. 

Times, locations, and schedules are available online at 

http://www.southwest.tn.edu/asc/. Online tutoring is available for 

students who need help in Math, Technology, Business, Nursing, Writing, 

Spanish and more. 

 “We prefer students to get help as soon as possible. You can come 

in and get tutoring for any subject,” says Academic Support Center 

coordinator, Roxanna McCommon. “Find what study conditions are best 

and most effective for you. But most importantly, make sure you study.” 

 Southwest also has mentors to motivate students and assist them 

in their academic pursuit. Other advantages of being a Southwest Saluqi 

is that you can use the library computers as long as you need to with 

printing access. Southwest library has study rooms available for 

individuals or study groups that you can reserve ahead of time. 

 If you prefer to study in the comfort of your home, then here are 

some tips that are just as effective. If your home is quiet, then studying at 

home will be easier. If not, then listen to music through headphones. 

YouTube has a wide variety studying music that will help you stay focused. 

Try to not work from your bed. The temptation of taking frequent breaks 

or to sleep may happen. If you have a desk, then study there or 

somewhere else where you won’t be tempted to take a break. Invite 

friends over to have a study session and quiz each other. Studying with 

friends or family will not only make it fun but reinsure you that you have 

a support system who wants you to achieve. 

 Most importantly, don’t 

overwork yourself. Take breaks 

and enjoy the rest of the school 

year. Focus on finals and do 

well so when the long winter 

break comes around, you won’t 

be worrying if you passed or 

failed. Remember, Southwest 

has tutors who will help you 

with subjects you’re struggling 

in and use your study guide to 

grasp the information conveyed. 

  

“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, 

sacrifice and most of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do.” 

 – Pele
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TISL Takes Nashville 
By Dana Warwick 
 

outhwest Tennessee Community College sent a delegation of four students 
to Nashville from November 15-18, 2018 for the annual legislative session of 
The Tennessee Intercollegiate State Legislature, TISL.  There they joined 

students from colleges across Tennessee for TISL’s Forty-Ninth Legislative Session. 
The four-member team was led by Dr. Eddie Baker, Associate Professor, Paralegal 
Studies and Mrs. Tamera Boyland, Coordinator/Student Development.   
“TISL is an exciting opportunity for students to gather and learn the legislative 
process,” Dr. Baker said.  “It allows students to find their voice by drafting and 
sponsoring bills on issues that they are passionate about and that are important 
for Tennessee.”   
Through TISL, students actively participate in model legislative sessions that give them hands on experience in the complete legislative process.  Dr. 
Baker said that prior to the trip, students worked to create their own legislation that is presented at the event. “Students work to have their bills passed 
through the appropriate committee, the House of Representatives, and the Senate before being presented to the TISL Governor for signature or veto,” 
he said.  “In doing so, students gain valuable experience in public speaking, debate, research, writing, parliamentary procedure, and negotiations.” 
At the end of each legislative session, TISL’s Executive Council gathers to select priority legislation from the bills passed by the TISL General Assembly.  “A 
few bills each year are moved for priority legislation, which means that they will be presented to the actual Tennessee General Assembly for vote to 
become actual Tennessee law,” Dr. Baker said.   
TISL Legislative Session forty-nine’s governor, James Matthew Wyatt of Union University said that many of the bills created by TISL have been passed 
into the Tennessee Code. “Click-it or Ticket was a TISL bill.” he said. 
Though the weekend was full of long hours and hard work, the students who participated said that it was a life-changing event.  “TISL helped solidify the 
idea of going into government,” said TISL Representative Celena Celej.  “This trip gave me the opportunity to have a trial run in government and make 
new friends and connections.”    
TISL Representative Josue Flores said that he believed that TISL was not just an opportunity of growth and development, but also an opportunity to build 
leadership skills.  “TISL taught me many things,” he said, “I also discover my passion for politics. I strongly will encourage other students to participate 
and make a difference like I did.” 
Dr. Baker said this was a successful year for the Southwest Delegation.  “Of the four bills submitted by Southwest Tennessee Community College, three 
bills passed both the House and the Senate with two of those bills being signed by the TISL Governor,” he said.  “I am very proud of this year’s team as 
they demonstrated all of the above noted skills and worked diligently to have our legislation passed. 
 

Let’s get artsy: The Erlköing ( The Elf King ) 
He calls to your child 
Sweet love and gifts he offers 
The child’s soul he takes  
                         -By Ariyan Johnson 
 
This haiku is based off the artsong by Frank Schubert in 1815 
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Winter Fun in Memphis 
By Destiny Royston 

emphis can be a winter 
wonderland, even if snow is 
minimal here in the south. 

Holiday cheer will fill the streets of Memphis 
and holiday-themed events will spark interest 
in anyone. School is out which means there is 
a lot of free time that shouldn’t go to waste. 
Whether it’s a drive through the Starry Nights 
at Shelby Farms or going with friends to Beale 
Street on New Year’s Eve and watching the 
guitar drop at midnight, Memphis will be sure 
to entertain everyone. 

If you’ve never walked through a true 
winter wonderland with bright, colorful lights, 
then Memphis Botanical Gardenens will lead 
you through the amazing Holiday Wonders 
event. Holiday Wonders features many 
entertainments from the romantic, Under the 
Stars lounge, to Snowy Nights especially 
created for children to play at. December’s 
cold weather won’t ruin the fun since the 
event provides hot cocoa around a toasty fire 
pit. Holiday Wonders provides a musical 
atmosphere for its guests with many things to 
participate in at this winter wonderland. 
Holiday Wonders at the Botanical Gardens is 
here until December 31. Admission for adults 
and children (3+) are $10 and children (0-2) are 
free. For additional information visit 
www.memphisbotanicgarden.com/wonders  

Beautiful holiday lights are what makes 
this season so special. Memphis takes pride in 
showing off all the spectacular lights the city 
has to offer. Starry Nights at Shelby Farms Park 
is an annual event in Memphis for everyone to 
view from the comfort of their own car. 
Displays will leave you in awe as Starry Nights 
has over 1.5 million lights throughout the park. 
Guests are allowed to either drive through the 
beautiful scenery either with their own car or 
signing up for a horse-drawn carriage or 
hayride. 

Starry Nights also offers a village called 
Mistletoe Village where guests can enjoy hot 
cocoa, visit Santa or go to the petting zoo. 
There is also market for Parents to do some 
holiday shopping. This event runs through 
December evenings. Find out more at 
www.shelbyfarmspark.org/starry-nights  

If you live near Midtown area and want 
to enjoy some wintery fun there, then your 
perfect spot is the Zoo Lights at the Memphis 
Zoo. The zoo is transformed into a colorful 
festival with lighted trails, Santa Claus and his 
reindeer, and a stunning carousel. The fun 
doesn’t end there because Zoo Lights has 
Memphis’ only outdoor ice-skating rink and a 
90 ft. tall Ferris wheel. Throughout the event 
you’ll be amazed how the dedication and time 
put into making everything beautiful has 
created an amazing holiday event. Visit 
www.memphiszoo.org/  

Children will enjoy the Enchanted 
Forest because it will have them embark 
through a magical evening with beautifully 
decorated trees, twinkling lights, and the 
delightful penguins playing in the snow. At the 
end of the festival, kids will be greeted with 
Santa Claus who will take a memorable photo 
with them. Tis the season to not only spend 
time with family and friends, but support 
those in need as well. The Enchanted Forest 
Festival of Trees, benefits Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital, and is located at the Pink 
Palace Museum. If you would like to get 
involved in support, please email 
foundation@lebonheur.org and for additional 
information for the Enchanted Forest visit 
www.memphismuseums.org/  

Christmas at Graceland also celebrates 
the season to give. Guests can be part of the 

Elvis Presley Charitable Foundation’s 
poinsettia campaign, which funds the 
foundation’s many programs that help 
children and students in Memphis. This event 
is open to everyone who wants to celebrate 
Christmas at the King’s house. Celebrate 
royally at Presley’s home and bring home 
souvenirs at nearby gift shops. 

When the holiday cheer has ended, 
another celebration begins. The beginning of 
the new year gets closer each day and what 
better way to celebrate the upcoming year 
than in Memphis. The famous Beale Street will 
host the party of the year Downtown. It’s 
definitely the place to be to bring in the new 
year with live music from rock to blues, 
dancing and singing karaoke. You’ll party with 
thousands of people is this big celebration. 
There will be restaurants on the iconic street 
with an amazing view of the Hard Rock Guitar 
Drop. You’ll countdown to the end of another 
year and into the start of a new beginning. 

Beale Street isn’t the only place to 
bring in the new year. Children’s Museum of 
Memphis will also celebrate the new year. 
Bring your kids at noon and have them 
celebrate in their own way. Kids can enjoy face 
painting, temporary tattoos, a scavenger hunt 
and more. The exhibits will keep your kids busy 
and having fun. At noon, the museum will have 
its own countdown with a balloon drop making 
it a great event for kids and the whole family. 

There is so much to do over the holiday 
break with family and friends. It’s your time to 
take advantage of all the free time because 
you earned it. Working hard and late-night 
studies have finally paid off. Now enjoy the 
holiday season and be prepared for the 
beginning of the new year. 
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Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
By Celeste Riley 

here’s a new organization starting at Southwest called the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries and it originally began at the University of 
Memphis. Their mission is a student lead ministry with an emphasis on 
discipleship, evangelism and missions. Some of their current missions 

include mobilizing for Disaster Relief and last year they sent 150 students to 
Texas to assist with the Hurricane Harvey disaster. During spring break 2019 
BCM students at Southwest will be joining the University of Memphis for local 
missions and they also offer missions to NYC and Argentina. They have 
statewide summer mission programs as well as overseas ones. Last year 60 
students went to Guatemala according to Benji Shaw President of the Board of 
Directors of BCM and this year they’re focused on Indonesia for a summer long 
program. BCM at UT will have a dental clinic in Ecuador June 15-22 and if 
students at Southwest are interested in joining they need to put in an application 
at the BCM’s website, BCMofMemphis.com Students can also contact Benji 
Shaw Collegiate Ministry Specialist at 706-936-5490 and bshaw@tnbaptist.org 
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Saluqi Cheerleaders to join the Grizz Girls 
on the court Dec. 12 
It’s Spirit Night with the Memphis Grizzlies, 
Southwest Saluqi Cheerleaders have been 
invited to perform with the Grizz Girls during 
the Dec. 12 game at FedExForum against the 
Portland Trailblazers. The cheerleaders will 
attend a clinic earlier in the day to learn a Grizz 
Girls routine and hit the court with the popular 
dance troop during the game that night. For 
more information, contact Student Activities 
Director Phoenix Worthy.  
Go, Saluqis! 
Before you go: December events
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Student Poll by Jacqueline Asamoah 
On a scale of one to ten with one being least and ten being highest,  
how prepared are you for Fall Semester Finals 2018?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Meet the Source… follow us on social media on twitter @THEsourceSWTCC and on snapchat @wehavethetea2 
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The Academic Support Center is an excellent 
tool for students who need help in preparing 
for the finals. The ASC’s are located in the 
library on the Macon and Union Campuses. For 
the centers, please contact the help desk for 
the location of the ASC.  
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