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Is Southwest Prepared 

for an Active Shooter?  
By Celeste Riley  

 
Valentine’s Day is filled with 

excitement, love, and the goal is 

to make wonderful memories at school 

parties and after work socials. Instead, it 

was met with atrocities when 

fire alarms turned into audio weapons that 

disarmed the students of Parkland, FL. Too 

often one hears about school shootings that 

stem from mentally unstable individuals 

with guns at their disposal. While schools 

grapple with these horrible events, one 

wonders if Southwest is prepared? 

Director Webb of Police Services 

stated that she has taken an active role with 

Southwest to be prepared for such an event, 

“I believe that we should be proactive not 

reactive”. In 2017 Southwest had a full out 

Active Shooter Alert drill so that the 

Southwest police officers, senior 

staff, and students would “feel the stress of 

the situation”. This also included UT Health 

Sciences police, Memphis police (who 

obtain blue prints of all campuses) the fire 

department and the SWAT team. There was 

role playing from the nursing students 

acting as victims being shot or acting 

deceased at the Union campus. EMT 

students assisted in working at a makeshift 

emergency triage center while the senior 

staff followed directions to their command 

post and held mock interviews. Dispatchers 

were effective and there was a RAVE text 

announcing the drill but is used sparingly 

for emergencies like these.  

 Director Webb stated that another 

way to be proactive is to have services 

available to try to prevent such a heinous 

situation. She added that Southwest has at 

least seven crisis intervention officers that 

specialize in coping skills in mental illness 

situations and suicide. In addition 

to training, these officers participate in a 

week of practical training by working in 

places like Lakeside to observe behavior 

and treatment. Southwest also offers six 

active shooter training sessions by the FBI 

and Memphis police, available online at the  

Southwest website, which is broken up 

into fifteen-minute increments.  

C.I.T. (Crisis Intervention Team) is 

an organization of civilians, Police, Human 

Resources, Student Services and Academia 

to collaborate about questionable behavior 

one of these branches might have 

encountered. C.I.T. supports all campuses 

and one can identify them by looking for a 

blue pin they wear to offer services to 

Southwest. B.E.T.A. (Behavioral 

Intervention Threat) is another means 

students and staff can use if they have a 

concern regarding a student or staff that can 

be submitted with one’s contact information 

or anonymously. These committees then 

meet to discuss the factors of the situations 

and find the services best suited for the 

student or staff to prevent this type of 

disaster. They have been able to identify 

students that were homeless, needed and 

were willing to go to counseling 

and aided with transportation.   

Southwest has an emergency 

response team made up of faculty and staff 

available at all sites, with S.E.R.T. basics as 

well as CPR. This is an extension of Police 

services in evacuations, earthquakes and 

fire emergencies and is evident by their 

yellow vests. The Blue Path program gives 

Southwest the unique opportunity to have 

students acquainted with officers and this 

Director Webb says is needed in times of 

emergencies. When chaos strikes, the 

familiar faces bring comfort, since now of 

panic one tends to forget everything.  

 

Dispatchers were also made more 

competent by these drill repetitions.   

Director Webb suggests that if 

ones find themselves in this precarious 

situation they must first try to get away and 

off the premises, but if one can’t then 

immediately lock the doors. Barricade the 

door with chairs, close the blinds, turn off 

the lights and cell phones, and one can even 

use a belt to secure the door. “If the 

person’s intent is to kill they won’t bother 

with a room that is dark and quiet”. Be 

prepared to use anything as a weapon such 

as a keyboard, books or book bag to save 

one’s life and the lives of others.  

Next month there will be an in 

house active shooter drill for the Maxine 

Smith location then rotating to a 

different campus/center each semester to 

continue this training. Southwest also has 

two patrol rifle officers with long scope 

rifles designed for them to use in this type 

of emergency. Director Webb urges 

everyone to take the drills seriously since 

the more one trains the better their 

reactions. Professors are to take their 

students out and perform a roll call and wait 

until the all clear is given, then they should 

bring them back to class. These exercises 

are also imperative to special needs students 

such as one’s in wheel chairs by guiding 

them and aiding as necessary. By being 

proactive Southwest is forming a safeguard 

through preparation, 

collaboration, and repetition of drills. So, is 

Southwest prepared? Yes, as much as it can 

be for now.
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Making Olympic History 
By: Menen Asfaw  

 
Olympic freestyle skier, Gus Kenworthy, is making 

history as one of the first openly gay American men to compete 

in the Winter Olympic Games. He is known as one of the top 

Olympic freestyle skiers, the face of the X Games, and an 

Olympic medalist. Kenworthy first came out in an interview for 

ESPN magazine in 2015. He planned on coming out in a big way 

in hopes that by doing so he impacted younger children 

struggling with their sexuality or accepting themselves. Since 

coming out as gay, he has been welcomed with open arms by the 

ski industry, and sponsors have been more than eager to 

work with Kenworthy. He also wanted to be authentic in the 

sense that he wanted to compete in the Olympic games as a 

proud gay man. By doing so he is presented with an opportunity, 

and a bit of a burden, to break stereotypes, misconceptions, and 

to break down barriers.   

 Recently, while at Phoenix Snow Park in Pyeong chang, Kenworthy made history, not for the medal but a peck on the lips between him and this 

longtime boyfriend. The kiss was broadcasted live to the world and then repeatedly shared on social media the following day. The simple moment 

is being named as the first gay kiss captured at the Olympics and a celebration of LGBTQ+ pride.  

If you are looking for a safe place to be yourself than you can contact Southwest Pride. Southwest Pride is a safe zone for LGBTQ+ 

individuals to express themselves without fear of being judged. All people at Southwest, students, faulty, and staff, are welcome to participate in 

the club and group activities. If you are interested, contact the club advisor Dustin Williams by email at dwilliams67@southwest.tn.edu.  

 
 

  

“We’ll do DACA. Then we can 

start comprehensive immigration reform 

the next afternoon.” says President of the 

United States, Donald Trump. On March 

5th the Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals program expires, but what does 

this mean? DACA is a program that aids 

people who were brought to the United 

States as children to study and work in the 

US legally for renewable 

increments of two years. DACA 

was drafted and implemented by 

former President Barack Obama back in 

2012.   

President Donald Trump ended the 

DACA policy, he then created the March 

5th deadline for protections to 

end. However, congress is unsure if March 

5th will be the day that DACA ends. 

President Trump tweeted “Any deal on 

DACA that does not include STRONG 

border security and the desperately needed 

WALL is a total waste of time. 

 

March 5th is rapidly approaching, and 

the Dems seem not to care about 

DACA. Make a deal!"   

March 5th is the supposedly 

deadline for DACA, however it could 

disappear at any time. This 

will affect 700,000 people; DACA 

recipients can renew any permits 

before March 5th. However, only 

20,000 of that 700,000, if able, didn’t 

renew; It was either because they were 

rejected, unable to provide the 

paperwork, or they weren’t able to pay 

the fees.     

President Trump stated that the 

date might be pushed back, he stated 

“If we need a little more time, we'll 

take a little more time." While 

President Trump and congress are 

unclear about the date, many dreamers 

live in fear with possibilities of being 

deported or stripped away of their 

permits.  

“Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals”  
By: Jessica Davis  
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• So far, our basketball team on both men and women’s team in the NJCAA are doing an  

outstanding job with the men’s team with a record of 19-3 and the women’s team with 18-6.  

 

• Did you know Southwest was created by merging Shelby State Community College and State  

Technical Institute at Memphis and was established on July 1, 2000  

 

 

• Q: How many centers and campuses does Southwest have?  

A: 7  

 

• Q: Who was the first president of Southwest?  

A: Nathan Essex was our first president in Southwest and retired in the summer of 2014.  

 

They Do What?: SNGA 
By: Adrian Edelo 

 

The Student Nursing Government Association is 

an association which gives our students in the nursing 

program a voice to find solutions to problems nursing 

students might be seeking. If they have a situation in 

which they deem urgent, they will take it as far as 

to contact Tracy D. Hall, the president of Southwest 

Community College.  
An example of an issue the SNGA faced was back 

in 2015 with their uniforms. The previous SNGA came 

together and managed to change their uniforms from a 

polo t-shirt and scrub bottoms into a full scrub 

considering that in our nursing program they are required 

to go to hospitals every week and treat patients. This 

would help productivity by producing a much more 

professional environment, it should be noted the 

SNGA designed the scrubs themselves.  
The nursing program is a very difficult and 

demanding, having requirements, such as; having a bare 

minimum of seventy-eight percent GPA in a 

class, three exams containing fifty questions, a final 

exam, and HESI, a national one-hundred question 

standardized test. To add more to their situation, since 

there is an abundance of information in the medical field, 

students are required to teach themselves materials which 

could be on the HESI.  
 

The SNGA helps other students in need by reviewing old material and helping others digest any information they need better than 

they would have studying alone. Another example in which they were able to help, was that there was a test in which many students did not 

do well on a test since the test did not make sense and it went over material that they did not cover the material. SNGA went to department 

head, Sheila Bouie, and got her attention on the matter and got the situation was resolved. 
The SNGA is a great association in which overall takes care of the mid-south’s future nurses. If you are interested in joining or have any 

question, contact Ms. Bouie at sbouie@southwest.tn.edu. 
 

Fast Southwest Facts 
By: Adrian Edelo 
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Tacos, Enchiladas, Margaritas…...oh my! These are a few basic 

items on just about every Mexican restaurant’s menu, but what sets one 

Mexican restaurant apart from the other? Recently, I visited El Idolo, an 

authentic Mexican restaurant located at 2740 Bartlett Rd, approximately 10 

minutes away from the Macon Cove Campus. El Idolo physically stands 

out with it’s banana yellow, and Jalapeno green shaded building, homestyle 

lights and décor. It will be easy to settle into the homey setting as you feast 

on the restaurant’s confections, as the staff is extremely welcoming and 

friendly.   

El Idolo’s unique physical appearance is not the only thing that sets 

it apart from the competition, unlike others El Idolo’s food looks and tastes 

authentic. That in its self is hard to find with many “authentic” restaurants 

 

Yummy or Crummy? (Restaurant Review)   
By. Sabrina Washington   
 

What You Should be Netflix Streaming:  

Peaky Blinders 
By: Alex Smith   
 

Created and written by Steven Knight, Peaky Blinders is set in post-World War 1 

Birmingham, England and focuses on the Shelby family and their efforts to maintain life after 

coming home from the treacheries of war. Based upon the real Peaky Blinders, the show follows 

the beginnings of what becomes one of England’s most notorious gangs. Cillian Murphy (Batman 

Begins) stars as Thomas Shelby, the leader of the family gang and the man who makes the 

decisions. He’s followed by his brothers Arthur, Jon, and Finn alongside the help of their Aunt 

Polly. With a bevy of high profile actors who make appearances such as Tom Hardy (The Dark 

Knight Rises), Adrien Brody (The Pianist), and Aiden Gillen (Game of Thrones) the show offers 

a wide range of exciting action scenes and heart pounding moments. This show is highly 

recommended for those who enjoy dark dramas such as Sons of Anarchy, Breaking Bad, or Game 

of Thrones.   

Rating: 9 out of 10  

 

OTHER BINGE-WORTHY NETFLIX SHOWS:  

Arrow, The Flash, Parks and Rec, Arrested Development, Supernatural  
 

 

 

having the Taco Bell effect or serving non-authentic items to mimic the real deal. There is nothing Taco Bell about this place, serving things such as 

their signature El Idolo tacos (Pictured Above) consisting of four tacos in the following varieties, Pork, Chicken, Sausage, and Steak all on one platter 

served with house salsa and cilantro.   

Overall, my visit to El Idolo was pleasant, the only negative thing was my dessert order. Listed on the menu was Fried Helado (Fried Ice Cream), after 

seeing many things about the dish online I was eager to try it, however, my eagerness was matched with disappointment as I took a spoonful of the 

dessert. The dish I was served was no-fry fried ice cream, which essentially is ice cream covered in crushed cereal such as corn flakes. I feel the 

restaurant should have specified the method of frying they use, as the deep-fried method is the most popular.   

Disregarding the dessert misunderstanding I enjoyed my time at El Idolo, and I believe you will also. Below is a list of Pro(s) and Con(s) for dining 

with El Idolo.   

  

Pro(s):  

✓ Excellent Customer Service   

✓ Generous Portions  

✓ Affordable Menu (Suitable for a college student’s budget)  

✓ Authentic Mexican Food   

✓ Patio Seating   

 
 

Con(s):   

Slight Misrepresentation on the dessert menu.   

  

Rating: 4.5/5         

Yummy or Crummy Result: *Drumroll* Yummy!  
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Peaky Blinders follows the lives of Jon (left), 

Thomas (center), and Arthur (right) 
From: Google Images 

 



  

When we think of St. Patrick’s Day 

we think of leprechauns, green leaves 

clovers and Guinness beer, yet there are 

many more wonderful facts about Ireland 

and their patron saint. According to 

UNESCO.com, this beautiful Emerald 

Island is home to one of the World’s 

Heritage sites called the Giant’s Causeway. 

The locals believe that the Giants used the 

basalt cliffs to leap over to Scotland, today 

earth science dates these 40,000 columns to 

the Tertiary period created by volcanic 

activity. Another giant of old is St. Patrick 

whom Tenon Tours conveys as a lad 

kidnapped from Britain and forced into 

sheepherding in Ireland. He escaped about 

ten years later and returned to Britain and 

became a priest.  

 

St. Patrick’s Day 
By: Celeste Riley 

He heeded the call to go return to 

Ireland to convert the pagans by creating 

the Celtic cross that abounds the 

landscape and used the clover leaf to 

explain the Holy Trinity. Some legends 

have St. Patrick driving out all the snakes 

in Ireland as well, since the Irish are great 

story tellers or Seanchai declares 

IrishCentral.com. The Irish celebrate St. 

Patrick’s Day as a way to keep their 

heritage alive expresses Al.com with 

parades, pubs and a robust population of 

34 million as opposed to 4.2 million 

currently living in Ireland states 

Catholic.org. In Memphis you can visit 

Magevny House and Tour on March 16 

1-4 p.m. for free, it’s Memphis’ oldest  

 
March 17 you can don on green and participate in Cooper-Young’s St. Patrick’s Parade at 10 

a.m. and finish the night at T.J. Mulligans, the Fox & Hound or Celtic Crossing pubs. Make sure you 

toast to the Irish blessing writes ThoughtCo.com “May the Irish hills caress you. May her lakes and 

rivers bless you, May the luck of the Irish enfold you, May the blessings of St. Patrick behold you”. 

 
Seeking Victory in Defeat 
By: Alex Smith  

Looking back the signs of a rebuilding 

season were obvious this summer. Zach Randolph 

signed with the Sacramento Kings and Tony Allen 

with the New Orleans Pelicans shifting the style 

of the rugged and tough Memphis Grizzlies. They 

wanted to play like the rest of the league, fast-

paced with plenty of shots from three-point range. 

To accomplish this goal, the Grizzlies had to 

retool the roster with younger and more athletic 

players such as former Memphis Tiger Tyreke 

Evans. Alongside returning fan favorites Marc 

Gasol and Mike Conley, the chance to continue 

the winning ways seemed not only possible but 

believable. Early on it worked at a high level. The 

defending world champion Golden State Warriors 

came to town for an early season matchup that the 

Grizzlies capitalized on and defeated the 

champions. All the while sending a message to the 

NBA that the Grizzlies weren’t done yet. As great 

as that night seemed, it has proven to be one of the 

few high points of the season. The losses began to 

pile up, and Mike Conley suffered a season ending 

Achilles injury. Head Coach David Fizdale was 

abruptly fired after only a year and a half on the 

job. In addition, Chandler Parsons has continued a 

lethargic pace in his full time return to the floor, 

even though he is two years into a four-year 

maximum money contract. 

 

type of players when wondering why a team 

would tank. Elite level players can turn a 

franchise’s future around faster than anything in 

the NBA. While the outlook for this season is 

bleak, there is hope on the horizon. The Grizzlies 

are steadfast in their belief that a one season tank 

will lead them back to the top of the Western 

Conference as soon as next year. Trae Young, 

DeAndre Ayton, Michael Porter Jr., and Marvin 

Bagley are just a few of the talented players 

expected to enter this summer’s draft. These are 

the type of guys the Grizzlies hope to obtain  

with their first round pick this summer and 

changing the fortune of the franchise. With a 

high-level rookie alongside Marc Gasol, a 

healthy Mike Conley and/or Chandler Parsons, 

and this year’s rookie breakout Dillon Brooks, 

there is a reason to believe that there just might 

have a few more years left on the legs of what 

remains of the Grit-N-Grind Grizzlies. 

 

Suffice to say, the imploding season that 

has fallen upon the Grizzlies is not something 

planned and now the front office is left picking 

up the pieces of the team. With aspirations of an 

8th consecutive playoff appearance crushed by 

the time Christmas rolled around, the Grizzlies 

faced the tough questions many teams hope they 

never ask themselves: Is it time to blow the 

roster up and start from scratch? Do we lose on 

purpose to obtain better odds of receiving a top 

pick in the 2018 Draft? It was decided that the 

rest of the season would be focused on giving 

young players more minutes and allowing them 

valuable expertise against top competition across 

the league, This method is known as tanking, 

which is expecting to lose on purpose for the 

long-term benefit of getting top prospects in the 

subsequent drafts leading to the chance to bring 

in a once in a lifetime talent. Think LeBron 

James, Kevin Durant, or Stephen Curry, as the  

 

 

residence of the Irish immigrant Eugene Magevny “who established the city’s school system and 

founded St. Peter’s Catholic Church” announces Ilovememphisblog.com.  

 

Pictured: Parsons, Conley, Gasol      From: Google Pictured: Dillon Brooks            From: Google 
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Connect to an Education 

through TN Reconnect! 
By: Brittany Woods  
 

For many years, Southwest 

Tennessee Community College has been a 

provider of affordable and quality education 

for its many students. Typically 

costing half or less than half of what the 

average college in Tennessee charges for 

in-state students. Southwest remains a 

popular destination for students wanting to 

get the most for their dollar while 

also saving money. As of the past and 

present years, a major factor influencing 

student’s decisions to attend the college has 

been the  

2Tennessee Promise scholarship. Ever since 

its implementation, Tennessee Promise has 

helped to welcome hundreds, if not 

thousands of students to participate in the 

journey to further their 

education. Tennessee Promise Scholarship i

s a last dollar scholarship that will pay a 

student’s complete education, or, the 

remaining balance for two years at a 

Tennessee community college or technical 

school, regarding that he or she maintains 

their grades, takes at least 12 credit hours a 

semester, and completes 8 hours of 

community service every semester. In its 

own existence, the Tennessee Promise is a 

great money-saving program, but, 

only students in high school or graduating 

from high school are eligible.  

Fortunately for the older adults that 

want to capitalize on the same free 

education as their younger peers, they too 

will soon be able to attend a Tennessee 

community college or Technical school for 

two years free as well starting in the fall of 

2018, as part of Bill Haslam’s new 

educational initiative, “The Drive to  

55”, which intends to have at least 55% of 

Tennesseans receive a post-secondary 

education. Further explaining Haslam’s 

initiative, Ms. Shenay Nolan, a recruiter for 

the college, states that, “The TN Reconnect 

Scholarship is Governor Bill Haslam’s 

initiative to help more of our state’s adults 

enter higher education to gain new skills,  

 

 

advance in the workplace, and fulfill 

lifelong dreams of completing a degree or  

credential. It is also a last-dollar scholarship 

that will allow all Tennessee adults who 

qualify to attend an eligible institution free 

of tuition”. She also reinforced the 

importance of the program by commenting 

that “A college education is vital to career 

advancement and enhancing job skills. It’s 

important to seize this opportunity, 

especially since it’s free. This will help 

many non-traditional students and their 

families”. Likewise, the program is, and can 

be a major stepping stone for those seeking 

a college education. Ms. Nolan 

reinforces this statement by commenting 

that, “the scholarship is projected to have a 

huge impact on the residents of Tennessee. 

Many are attempting to take advantage of 

this opportunity. On average, the Office of 

Recruitment gets about 10 inquiries a day. 

Some do not fit the qualifications, however, 

most of them qualify”. Furthermore, it is a 

great opportunity for many people in the 

community, ever growing in its 

popularity. As of February 2018, the TN 

Reconnect application is officially 

open and available for 

qualifying adult students to fill 

out. The Tennessee Reconnect is in essence, 

the equivalent of the Tennessee Promise, 

with the only difference being the  

requirements. As listed on 

Southwest.tn.edu, the requirements for the  

TN Reconnect are that the prospective 

student must: meet Southwest admissions  

requirements, complete the FAFSA and 

have been a Tennessee student for at least 

one year before doing so, enroll in at least 6 

credit hours, be classified as an 

“Independent student”, have earned no 

previous degree, and must participate in a 

college success program. Moreover, The 

TN Reconnect can be a great opportunity 

for those willing to act to improve their 

education. Education is about the 

improvement of one’s self, and those 

around them, which ultimately impacts their 

society. As George Washington Carver 

once said, “Education is the key to unlock 

the golden door of freedom”, and that still 

rings true to this day. So, don’t wait, apply 

today! For more information, contact 

recruiter Shenay Nolan 

at snolan@southwest.tn.edu or call (901) 

333-5581.   
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Mar 13  Noon-1 p.m.  Union Avenue Campus, Parrish Building, 

Room 100  

Plug In To Success Workshop: Overcoming Anxiety, Testing 

Strategies, & Study Skills  

C. Farris  

Ext. 4589  

Mar 13  12:30-2 p.m.  Macon Cove Campus, Bornblum Library 

Auditorium  

Spark the Dream Series: Featuring Phillip Ashley of Ashley's 

Chocolates  

Y. Handy  

Ext. 5085  

Mar 14  9 a.m.-Noon  Macon Cove and Union Avenue Campuses  Counseling Services: Financial Literacy Information table  C. Harris  

Ext. 5272  

Mar 15  2-4 p.m.  Maxine Smith Center, Rm. 101  Student Disability Services Self-Advocacy Training  S. Scott  

Ext. 5116  

Mar 17  7-10 p.m.  Burke's Book Store 936 S. Cooper Street  "smART on Cooper" Art Auction/Fundraiser  Honors Academy  

Ext. 4615/5203  

Mar 20  11:30 a.m.-

12:15 p.m.  

Maxine Smith Center  Student Success Workshop: The L.I.T. Session- Transforming 

Learning into Thinking  

J. Farmer  

Ext. 5924  

Mar 21  All Day  Nationwide  SBDC Day  Y. Handy  

Ext. 5085  

Mar 22  9-10 a.m.  Union Avenue Campus  Counseling Services: Coffee with the Counselor  C. Harris  

Ext. 5272  

Mar 22  6-8:15 p.m.  Macon Cove Campus, Bornblum Library  Panel Discussions: Job finding and professional skills  O. Hampton  

Ext. 5404  

Mar 23, 24, 25,  

Mar 31 

12:30 p.m.  

7 p.m 

Union Avenue Campus Verties Sails 

Building, Room 113 (Theater)  

Five Women Wearing the Same Dress  C. Levine  

Ext. 5346  

Mar 26, 27  10:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m.  

Macon Cove Campus  Jostens Commencement Campus Ordering Event  N. Ashford-

Ashworth  

Ext. 4287  

Mar 27  11:30 a.m.-

12:15 p.m.  

Macon Cove Campus, Farris Bldg.,  

Student Lounge inside Cafeteria  

Student Success Workshop: Putting My Best Pen Forward  J. Farmer  

Ext. 5924  

Mar 28   11 a.m.-Noon  Macon Cove Campus, 

Bert Bornblum Library, Room 122  

Plug In To Success Workshop: Overcoming Anxiety, Testing 

Strategies, & Study Skills  

C. Farris  

Ext. 4589  

Mar 30 12:30 p.m.  Union Avenue Campus Verties Sails 

Building, Room 113 (Theater)  

Five Women Wearing the Same Dress  C. Levine  

Ext. 5346  

Something for the Road: March Events 
By: Sabrina Washington 
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