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NIKE GOES POLITICAL, HIRES KAEPERNICK AS FACE OF JUST DO IT 
CAMPAIGN 

By Alex Smith

 know some of you read the 

headline and immediately 

discounted the integrity of this 

article. That’s something I have come to terms 

with and accept, however we cannot allow people 

to be silenced simply because we don’t agree with 

them. Doing so contradicts the First Amendment, 

which is vital to the rights of American citizens. 

Facts are simply facts; to relaunch their trademark 

“Just Do It” promotional campaign, Nike has 

chosen an athlete in Colin Kaepernick that is no 

longer active in NFL and protests during what is 

supposed to be a unifying moment where we show 

our American pride together and to respect those 

who helped form this country. To be fair to all, let 

us look at things from a few different angles. 

 First and foremost, lets view this from the 

perspective of Nike. Business wise, this is a 

potential slam dunk with minor consequences. At 

the writing of this article, Nike stock was at an all-

time high of $83.47 per share. The initial “Just Do 

It” commercial, which aired during the NFL’s 

Thursday Night season opener on Fox, was the 

beginning of the financial boost. Per a report from 

Bloomberg, Nike sales were up 22% on the day of 

the NFL opener compared to last season. 

Throughout the entire week following the ad, Nike 

numbers were far superior to where they were 

during that week last year. To be noted, there was 

a slight 3% stock decrease the day after 

Kaepernick was announced as the face of the 

campaign, but it is something they have quickly 

recovered from. This makes perfect sense for Nike 

strictly from a business perspective, however it 

needs to be noted that Nike now subsequently 

takes a firm political stance. Those who support 

Kaepernick and his movement will proudly sport 

their Nike gear for the world to see, which they 

absolutely should because there’s no better feeling 

than showing pride in something you love and 

support. 

 Shifting gears, let’s talk about 

Kaepernick himself. Colin Kaepernick was born to 

a single 19-year-old white mother in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. Unable to support her new son, Colin 

was put up for adoption. He was adopted by Rick 

and Teresa Kaepernick when he was 5 weeks old, 

a white couple who had previously lost 2 sons of 

their own due to a heart condition. According to an 

article on ESPN.com, they found that they were 

ineligible to adopt a white child from a private 

adoption agency. Around the age of 4, the 

Kaepernick’s moved to California. His family 

never made him conform to any race or act any 

other way, other than the way Colin wanted to be. 

He’s quoted in an interview with Mr.Porter.com 

as saying, “I never felt that I was supposed to be 

white. Or black either. My parents just wanted to 

let me be who I needed to be”. In summation, 

Kaepernick was gifted with an amazing set of 

parents who took him in, loved him dearly, and 

allowed him to be whoever he wanted to be. There 

is even a story that they drove over an hour from 

their home to go to a barber shop that would give 

Colin cornrows, showing a willingness to go the 

extra mile all in effort to support him in being 

himself. 

 Kaepernick gained his starting job with 

the San Francisco 49ers midway through the 2012 

season, when incumbent starting QB Alex Smith 

suffered a concussion. He proceeded to help his 

49ers team keep momentum and make it all the 

way to Super Bowl 47, where they fell short to the 

Ray Lewis led Baltimore Ravens in the first 

matchup of brothers as opposing head coaches 

with Jim and John Harbaugh leading their 

respective teams to the title game. 

Continued on page   7
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An A-maze-ing Haunting or Field of Screams 

Destiny Royston 

alloween is around the corner and so are the trick or treaters, 

haunted houses, and spooky nights here in Memphis. It’s the time 

of year to scare and entertain anyone who comes around the many 

attractions Memphis has to offer. A classic scary theme Memphis has had for years is the 

Mid-South Haunted Corn Maze.  

 The Haunted Corn Maze is an exciting thrill for those who dare to enter. Not only 

will the maze have you already feeling like you’re going in circles, but also give you the feeling you’re being watched or followed. Hopefully you won’t be caught at a 

dead-end because the maze runs 8-acres wide. If you’re looking for something to do on Halloween night, be sure to bring a flashlight and your running shoes to the eerie 

yet exciting corn maze. The Agricenter doesn’t only host Memphis’ scariest corn maze, but also the haunted hayride. You and your friends will be taken on a scary hayride 

with jump scares from zombies and ghouls in the night. A friend of mine visited the maze before and said, “The people portraying the monsters really get into the acting 

and trying to scare people,” says Keith, “And it makes you really think you’re in a horror movie.” You’re never too old for a corn maze. The Haunted Maze is open 

October 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27, 31 and November 3 and admission is $15.00 to enjoy the maze and $5.00 for the haunted hayride. 

Memphis also has many other places not only on Halloween night but throughout the fall season. Hauntedweb of Horrors will bring chills down your spine. It 

has a scary atmosphere and even while you wait in line the employees will make sure you are frightened. It has amazing special effects, dedicated and energized actors 

and is a new challenge for those who aren’t easily frightened. Hauntedweb of Horrors is on 2665 S Perkins. All prices and hours are located on their website: 

www.hauntedweb.com .Additional places is Wicked Ways Haunted House which is here until October 31st and Memphis Escape Rooms which is popular in the Mid-

South. Another scary destination is your local movie theater. The popular movie franchise returns with their classic Halloween movie with Michael Myers. Hallow comes 

to theaters October 19th. Take advantage of what Memphis has to offer and enjoy Halloween with so much to do.

B Chill Lemonade- Yummy or Crummy 

By Jacqueline Yaa Asamoah 

“If life gives you lemons, make some B Chill Lemonade”  

Kinyah Bean, an 8-year-old driven lady who set out on her 

quest to create her own business came up with the great 

idea of freshly squeezed lemons infused with a variety of flavors to quench all types of 

thirst. In all my previous experiences I have never enjoyed anything piña colada yet so I 

tried B Chill’s piña colada lemonade and was dumbfounded at how amazing it tasted. The 

flavors available are original, pineapple, blueberry, raspberry, strawberry, coconut, peach, 

mango and they are delighted to make combinations on request. They also have all these 

flavors available in diet so that is another thing you don’t need to worry about. 

According to Kinyah the CEO, the lemons used are squeezed fresh every day and this 

is a homemade business where every drop is squeezed with love and care. The pulp in 

the drink is evidence that it is purely natural. Take it from someone who isn’t 

particularly a sweet tooth, you would not regret having a taste of this refreshing juice 

and I am not the only one who feels this way. In a conversation I had with a group of 

southwest students, 4 out of 5 were excited about the concepts of trying freshly squeezed 

natural lemonade. B Chill Lemonade can be ordered online on amazon or call them at 1-

901- 871-8782 The prices are very affordable and considerate for your college budget for 

more information please contact them through their email at  info@bchilllemonade.com  
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A Rising Star 

By Celeste Riley 

Accolades for the Ostrander 
Awards doesn’t come easily 
and is a recognition of true 
talent for the Greater Memphis 
area Theatre. According to 
Memphis Flyer Hiawaratha 
Jackson won Best Supporting 
Actress in a Drama in the 
College Division for Southwest 
Tennessee Community College 
for 2018. She beat the 
University of Memphis, 
Rhodes Theatre among other 
Universities and Colleges as 
well as local theaters such as 

Hatiloo Theatre and Playhouse on the Square. The Ostrander Awards “honors the finest 
examples of local community and college theater” (www.MemphisFlyer.com) by 
recognizing achievement for an amazing past season. Who is this Southwest student 
actress and what makes her shine on and off stage?  

Hiawaratha Jackson is a native from Chicago and arrived in Memphis 12 years 
ago with her mom for a change of scenery. She currently works at the Post Office and has 
been there for four years. She always liked to perform and started doing plays “here and 
there” mostly in her High School. Three years ago, in an effort to put down more roots, 
Hiawaratha started back to act and decided to go back to school as well at Southwest 
Tennessee Community College.  Pursuing the Nursing track, she would take two hard 
classes and one “fun” elective class. Hiawaratha took Intro to Theater with Mr. Frazier 
and traveled abroad to London with Southwest as part of that classis’s curriculum.  

Mr. Frazier saw her passion and potentiality and recommended that she perform 
in Southwest’s Theater Club and the upcoming play The Amen Corner. Hiawaratha recalls 
“I didn’t have to know the script it just came easily to me after I read it.”  Her first debut 
was at Southwest with The Amen Corner as she played sister Sally in 2016. This 
opportunity led her to change her major from Nursing to Theater and Speech that year as 
well. She was also an actress in When It Rains, Don’t Count Me Out as well as Whatever 
Happened to Mr. Wolf. This story could end here with Hiawaratha riding off into the 
sunset in her acting career path but what sets her aside as an extraordinary star student is 

what she was battling during this timeframe. Hiawaratha’s mother started getting sick in 
Chicago and was one of the reasons they moved to Memphis. Her sickness started with 
migraines and nose bleeds that would come and go. She would get “sicker and sicker 
lying in bed all day with migraines and then one day she would be back in the kitchen 
cooking breakfast.” It took several years for a doctor to finally realize through testing that 
she had cancer in her nasal cavity nine years ago. With medication she got better for a 
while but then she got sick again and was given 6 months to live. Hiawaratha has a 
large family group here in Memphis but she was the sole caretaker of her mother 
during this time and even had to work part time to care for her mother.  

In many ways’ theater was her saving grace and “outlet” to an otherwise 
overwhelming period of Hiawaratha’s life. Unfortunately, Hiawaratha’s mom’s 
Cancer spread from her throat to her lungs and eventually her whole body. She 
had to go to a Nursing home that could give her the 24 hours care she needed 
and then her mom passed away on Christmas Day last year. Her mom inspired 
Hiawaratha to chase the dreams that make her feel happy and fulfilled and that’s 
Theater.  

When Hiawaratha was nominated for the Ostrander Awards there was 
barely a clap for her while the other nominations received an astounding round 
of applause. That’s what makes this story so moving and amazing for Hiawaratha 
who achieved success through her passion and pain. She glided beautifully 
through the stage to accept her award in a gorgeous white glittery gown. 
Hiawaratha’s plans for the future are to graduate this year with an Associates of 
Science in Arts from Southwest and plans to pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
Theater at the University of Memphis.  

Currently she is rehearsing for the play The Uneducation of Eudine 
which will be playing Nov 9-10 and 15-18 at Rhodes College. She saw it on 
Facebook and auditioned landing multiple characters in this production including 
a heroine addicted grandmother and inmate. She is also in R.R.T. Recovery 
Repertoire Theater Cliff city of conventions a play about recovering addicts going 
to conventions for the new euphoria of sex. She is also in Back to the Basics a 
play about a privileged child’s life contrasted with another who lived with her 
grandmother that was killed in the drive by. This tale is a true life parallel to all 
Hiawaratha has gone through losing her biggest supporter but still shining as a 
rising star.  

 

Last Call Levitt Shell 

By Adrian Edelo

ooking for some free entertainment? Then take a look at the Levitt Shell Free Concert Series. Levitt 

Shell organizes series of free concerts, and on occasion movies, located at 1930 Poplar Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 The Levitt Shell, sponsored by many prolific companies such as 

Chick-Fil-a, FedEx, and Pepsi. The events are on the first three weeks from Thursday to Sunday, each event starting 

at 7:30 that night. The lineup for this month consists of bands from different parts of the US and an equal number of 

various genres such as Country, 1980s music, Jazz, Rock, and even some foreign music, more specifically from 

Mexico. There will be local bands preforming trying to make their names heard and according to Levitt Shell’s website, 

there is even going to be the “two-time Grammy award winning artist Terrance Simien” preforming on the 11th. They 

will also be screening Coco, a Disney animated film, on the 6th and the classic 1939 film, Wizard of Oz on the 20th.As 

college students it is important that once in a while we explore the world around us and have some fun because all 

work and no play makes jack a dull boy. According to a survey I conducted only 3 out of 10 southwest students actually 

explore new entertainment prospects. The other 70% stick to their rigid college routine. Levitt Shell is a great place to begin discovering yourself and also very safe and conducive atmosphere. 

Open up yourself to some comforting time at the Levitt Shell. You can find more information on their website at https://www.levittshell.org/fall-orion-free-music-concert-series/ 
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“If I Can Do It So Can You!” 

  By Celeste Riley 

 
hat is the formula of success for a 
club at Southwest Tennessee 
Community College whose 

leadership goals culminated in Club of the Year? Phi 
Theta Kappa’s honor society leadership team earned 
recognition through service, fellowship, leadership and 
scholarship.  The PTK chapter had outstanding 
contributions, among other chapters for the 2017-18 
Academic Year, acknowledged as 1 of only 30 
leadership teams recognized at Catalyst. Were the 

students of Southwest’s PTK Honor society superhuman or is there something more to this story?  
“Everything rises and falls on leadership” according to John Maxwell and this rings true for Phi Theta 

Kappa.  According to Ronald Morgan, student Vice President of the West Tennessee Region and past president of the 
Upsilon Delta Chapter of PTK at 

Southwest, the “eye opener” was the attendance at Catalyst in 2017. PTK.org states that Catalyst is the 
culmination of recognizance of student’s successes. Motivational leaders offered stimulating speeches from famous people 
like special effects Jamie Hyneman of Mythbusters. There were also educational workshops intended to invest in the 
student’s successful skills. Mr. Morgan and the leadership team heard one resounding message from Jamie Hyneman “If I 
can do it so can you.”  

The leadership team set up clear goals with Ronald leading the charge to (1) Earn 5-star status, and (2) be 
recognized on the international stage in Catalyst 2018.  Current PTK Chapter President Joey Brock was part of this 
successful team and served as officer. He recalled that “It was not easy, but we were committed to reaching our goals.” They 
had much to accomplish from preparing time lines, leading events and recruiting new members to ensure success. Library 
workshops and webinars with PTK headquarters assisted with academic goals PTK pursued like the Competitive Edge 
program.  

What makes these Southwest students extraordinary is the fact that they maintained High GPA’s while balancing 
work, school and family lives. In the summer of 2017 they had their first taste of success by winning a spirit cheer contest. 
This led to many successes substantiating the goals PTK set for the club and they earned all types of bling as symbols of 
their hard work. The PTK leaders were widely recognized on campus by staff and faculty due to their many service projects 
as well as being featured on social media.  

Was it extraordinary strength that took this PTK chapter leadership team from a one-star to a five-star chapter? 
Perhaps, but it sounds like it was more grit, guidance and grueling work that paid off for the PTK’s leadership team in 
serving Southwest Community College and the Greater Memphis area. It was a momentous occasion to see PTK’s Honor 
society chosen as 2018 Club of the Year by Southwest in the recent Spring awards program.   

“If I can do it, so can you.” This is the message of Phi Theta Kappa to all Southwest students.  You have to take 
the first step through active involvement in one of the forty-five Southwest clubs and honor societies.  These clubs and 
honor societies are described in the Student Planner, which is freely available from  Student Activities and is also available 
online at: http://www.southwest.tn.edu/clubs .  

  For more information, contact PTK Senior Faculty Advisor Dr. Twyla Waters or PTK Faculty Advisor Dr. Joan 
McGrory via the chapter email phithetakappa@southwest.tn.edu   

 

HIP HOP ICON MAC MILLER PASSES AWAY AT THE AGE OF 26 

By Alex Smith 

alcolm James McCormick was found unresponsive in his California home on 
the afternoon of September 7th, 2018. Known by his millions of fans as Mac Miller, the 
hip hop icon passed away from a suspected drug overdose at the young age of 26. Those 
who have followed his career since his early albums and mixtapes such as K.I.D.S. and 
Blue Slide Park know that drug use and the ups and downs of life were common themes 
in his songs. In an interview with Rolling Stone magazine, Miller was quoted when asked 
about his drug use, “If a bunch of people think I’m a huge drug addict, Ok. Cool. What 
can I really do? Go talk to all those people and be like ‘Nah man, it’s really not that 
simple’? Have I done drugs?  Yeah. But am I a drug addict? No.”  

On August 3rd, the final Mac Miller album was released and titled 
“Swimming”. “Swimming” explored Mac from a new perspective as he begun to truly 
find himself as a musician after suffering some turbulent times including an arrest for DUI 
and a very public breakup. One song stands out among the rest titled Self Care. According 
to Genius.com, the song explores Mac’s emotions in the aftermath of his breakup with 
pop star Ariana Grande over his substance abuse and the song could be interpreted as his 
response to him attempting to better himself. Self-Care creates a harrowing image in the 
weeks after his death. In the video, Miller finds himself buried alive in a wooden casket 
and starts to squirm around to retrieve something from his shoe. He pulls out a cigarette 
and match, then proceeds to light and smoke in what is his final moment to himself to 
reflect on his life. He then proceeds to carve a circle with the words “Memento Mori” 
above him, which translates to “remember that you have to die”. Once he finishes his 
carving and cigarette, he punches the carving and the coffin begins to 

collapse in on him filling the coffin with dirt. The camera pans out to see a massive mound 
of dirt over his coffin, which leads to an assurance that he will suffocate inside. 
Miraculously, he pulls himself out and survives. The video represents pulling himself 
from the brink of death and surviving to see better days. In the aftermath of his passing, 
this video strikes an emotional chord knowing how badly he wanted to live a sober and 
happy lifestyle. Many on the internet are attributing his breakup with pop singer Ariana 
Grande as a main reason for his death, with some even suspecting it being a major factor. 
If one does the research, they will find this isn’t the case. Even in the months since their 
split, Mac’s friends have been adamant that Grande was his number one supporter in his 
quest for sobriety. While it is understood their breakup was over his drug use, this in no 
way means she is responsible. If anything, Grande was the driving force keeping him alive 
and the one who was there for him the most. 

Mac’s legacy on the hip hop community will never be forgotten, he is an artist who 
inspired not only fans but fellow rappers who often collaborated with him. His music will 
never be turned off and his voice will never go unheard. On a personal note, Mac was 
without question one of my favorite musicians regardless of genre. His music was pivotal 
in my journey to understand who I am and who I want to be, I credit some of his songs as 
background noise to some of my 
fondest memories with friends. Rest 
Easy, Mac. You’ll forever be missed 
by yours truly and millions of others. 

“Gettin’ Faded, I been stoned all 
week, but what’s a God without a 
little O.D.? Just A G.” 

-Mac Miller, Lyrics from “100 
Grandkids 

W 

M 



Criminal Justice Club 

By Celeste Riley 

Criminal Justice is a thriving Club at Southwest that is sure to take off. The 2018-2019 club officers are: Kiara West, 
President; LeTerrius Edwards, Vice President, Sarah Moore and Norshaey Rias, Secretaries; and Destiny Johnson and Cobe 
Partee, Treasurers.  

The Advisors are Joanitha Barnes, Criminal Justice Professor and Sedaria Williams in Admissions. The Advisor would 
love for the club to remain active and take part in one or two service projects per semester by getting involved in the Memphis 
community such as Habitat for Humanity, Memphis Food Bank or MIFA. 

Previous events held by the club were A Criminal Justice Day event where members of the Criminal Justice Community came to campus and discussed crime issues in Memphis 
and Shelby County. Invitees included Shelby County District Attorney, the Shelby County Sheriff, the Mayors of Memphis and Shelby County, and the Memphis Police Director.  

The Criminal Justice Club will expose students to all aspects of the criminal justice system. Everyone is welcome, regardless of major or GPA. The club meets every other 
Wednesday from 12:45p.m. - 1:45p.m. at Union Avenue Campus, Room B-210. First meeting was on September 12th and the next meeting will be on September 26th.  

This club intends to take part in many of the activities offered by Student Development and will be collaborating with other student organizations to host events. They will co-
host the Shelby County Health Department for October which will speak about sexual health and practicing safe sexual health, resources for assistance, statistics on STDs in Shelby 
County.  

One Milestone is to retain and grow membership by spring semester and host another Criminal Justice event which is planned for the Spring semester.  

If you interested in learning more about the club, please feel free to attend a meeting, contact Ms. Barnes at jtbarnes@southwest.tn.edu, or find us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Criminal-Justice-Club-at-Southwest-Tennessee-Community-College-106383452761963/ . 

 

Mid-South Renaissance Faire 

By Destiny Royston 

he Mid-South Renaissance Faire is back for its 4th annual event. 
Located in Millington, TN at USA Baseball Stadium, the Renaissance 
Faire brings unique attractions, special events, merchants and 

refreshments. The faire is themed Renaissance and it definitely will feel like you’re in the 
Renaissance days.  It’s a great place to visit if you’ve never seen a Renaissance Faire or 
want to experience something new.  

 The Renaissance Faire brings people from all ages and backgrounds to come 
together and enjoy what they’re interested in. Throughout the Renaissance Faire, you’ll 
be greeted with friendly faces and unusual attractions. The Mad Hatter will have a tea 
party where attendees can have snacks and tea with the Maddest Hatter. They also have a 
Doggie Costume Contest so if you have a dog and don’t mind dressing them up, you can 
enter them in the contest with an entry fee. The dogs aren’t the only ones who participate 
in the contest, patrons can enter for free in their own costume contest. The last event is 
the Knighting Ceremony where attendees will joust in the Joust Arena. 

 While walking around the faire, some of the events may not have started yet. 
That’s when attractions will catch your eye. If you’ve ever wanted to try archery, then  

 

the Renaissance will let you. For three dollars for 5 arrows or ten arrows for five dollars. 
Then for free you can participate in Boffer Fighting with Memphis Amtgard. 

 Other fun and free things to do is looking at the Renaissance Art Gallery, 

playing Giant Chess, mini Tug of War and Renaissance Bowling. There is plenty of other 

things to do and you’ll have fun even if it’s your first time visiting. In case you don’t want 

to participate in anything and just want to watch the acts, there is plenty to see. You can 

watch people joust while riding horses, see a magician perform tricks, listen to the bagpipe 

and drum trio play music, and see the Mystic River Dancers. 

 After you’ve enjoyed the acts and everything the faire has to offer, take 

something back home with you. Last year the merchants sold renaissance clothing, shields 

and swords, hair braiding accessories, fairy jars, costumes, jewelry, music instruments 

and more. As for the refreshments the faire will have fish and chips, turkey legs, corndogs, 

chicken salad and plenty of water, sodas and even chocolate covered strawberries for 

desert. The Renaissance Faire looks like so much fun and personally I would consider 

going. There is a lot of things to do and souvenirs to purchase as a token of remembrance. 

Plus, since I’m a student it’ll be a discount as well as for the rest of the Southwest students. 

 “The layout of the park was great, the park was beautiful, just great around.” 

said Kim. “We came up from New Orleans as vendors for the Renaissance Faire.”  

The Renaissance Faire will be here October 13-14 & 20-21, 2018. 

Adults: $12 

Children ages 6-12: $6 

Children ages 5 & under: FREE 

Seniors 55+/Students/Military discount: $2.00 off (with ID) 
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Meet an SGA Member: Juliet Okeke 

By Jacqueline Asamoah 

Juliet Ijeoma Okeke is a nursing major 

here at Southwest with an outstanding 

amount of dedication for academic 

success. She is a peer tutor at the 

Academic Support Center and has served 

on the SGA as a representative for one 

academic year. It is extremely important 

for us to know who our student leaders are 

so next time you run across her in the 

hallway, do not hesitate to ask her and 

questions or concerns you may have, and 

she will be delighted to help! 

Continued from page 2 

The following season the 49ers continued to have 
success with Kaepernick at the helm, reaching the NFC 
Championship game before falling to the Seattle 
Seahawks. Between those 2 years, his QB rating was 
94.5% and he threw for over 30 touchdowns while 
adding 9 more on the run. However, these 2 seasons 
proved to be the height and peak of his career. The 2 
following seasons he begun to see regression, posting an 
82.5% QB rating and throwing 15 interceptions while 
the 49ers went 10-14 in games he started. Changes were 
made to the team around him including coaching and 
personnel shifts to different styles and playbooks going 
forward so his future was certainly in limbo. 

 2016 marked a pivotal year for Kaepernick, 
as he began his kneeling protest that season. Outside of 
taking a knee during the National Anthem, Kaepernick 
was photographed at practice wearing socks with pigs in 
police uniforms. Those reading this are aware of what 
that implies and his perception of law enforcement. 
Most notably, the 49ers became a shell of their Super 
Bowl selves and Kaepernick’s superstar was beginning 
to fade when it became apparent he couldn’t succeed on 
the field without a star-studded defense keeping 
opposing offenses in check, a future Hall of Fame 
running back, and coach Jim Harbaugh who went back 
to his alma matter University of Michigan to rebuild 
their program. Individually however, he posted decent 
numbers in 11 starts despite the chaos. A 91% 
quarterback rating, just under 500 rushing yards, and he 
did a solid job of avoiding turnovers. Throughout the 

piling losses and waning faith in coach Chip Kelly, 
Kaepernick received far fewer snaps than he had in 
previous seasons. Blaine Gabbert got the starting nod a 
handful of times, but amid the lost season and apparent 
rebuild on the way Kaepernick started most of the games 
in a last chance to show the franchise that he could put 
the team on his back and win games. 

 Nike has put all their faith (and money) in 
Kaepernick, an individual who has been raised and 
supported by white individuals since he was 5 weeks 
old, with the hope that his protest on racial injustice can 
boost their sales within minority communities. Yes, it is 
INEXCUSABLE to shoot and kill an innocent black 
American. However, this protest led by Kaepernick 
paints the picture that this is a daily occurrence in 
America and that police offers just pick and choose 
which black person they’ll kill that day. This is grossly 
inaccurate and a sign that we as Americans do not do the 
necessary reading and research. We just go off a video 
on Instagram or Twitter that always has zero context of 
the situation at hand and take it however we perceive it. 
In data compiled by The Washington Post and Heather 
McDonald, 50% of the fatal police shootings were white 
victims, while 26% were black. Most of the victims were 
armed or “or otherwise threatening the officer with 
potentially deadly force”. A Department of Justice 
report of the Philadelphia Police Department found that 
black or Hispanic officers are more likely to fire a gun 
at a black citizen rather than a white officer. This is 
further proven true by University of Pennsylvania 
criminologist Greg Ridgeway who determined that 
black officers were 3.3 times more likely to fire their gun 

on the scene than other cops. These statistics are found 
in an article on www.dailywire.com for those who 
would want to read more. 

 In conclusion I’ll make my opinion clear, 
Colin Kaepernick and his protest are fake. However, I’m 
adamantly against excessive police violence in anyway. 
Intimidation and racial profiling should never be a topic, 
because it should never happen in the first place. 
Kaepernick has never experienced the injustice he 
condemns, instead he went to college for free to play 
football and was drafted by the NFL and signed a 
contract worth over $126 million with $13 million 
FULLY guaranteed. He knows nothing about growing 
up and facing prejudice in that way, his wealthy white 
parents gave him anything he could’ve ever wanted. It’s 
fine to stand (or kneel) against what is wrong when you 
yourself have faced the issue head on and had your life 
drastically effected by it. When did it happen to 
Kaepernick? Why protest before an NFL game where 
people of all races and backgrounds just want to cheer 
their favorite teams on and not be politically divided? 
Do it on Twitter, during a postgame press conference, or 
spend your millions of dollars that you’ve made from 
your NFL contract and Nike endorsements and make 
commercials. Don’t do it during a nationally televised 
moment of patriotism because you know the camera will 
be on you. Because that is all this is about, Kaepernick 
was losing his star power and he wanted the cameras 
back on him. 

 

By Alex Smith

 

Student Poll: What do you think about Nike making Colin Kaepernick the face of 
the Just Do It campaign? 

By Menen Asfaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I think they made a conscious effort to stand up for what is right 
even though it was something as small as using him as the face of 

Nike. It made a difference and made people mad, and people 
need to be mad for change to come. You need to hear what is 

going on and speak up for what is right.”
Ciara  Campbell

“I think it’s a good thing to see someone from the NFL 
perspective to care and does bring such a big problem 
to the suffice through a big brand like Nike. Also, for 
someone like me of color, to see a person of color is 

stand up for a big issue is fantastic."
Taylor Suggs

“For me, it was his right because of Freedom of 
Speech. I feel that Nike trying to expend the 

diversity in their customers is admirable.”  
Josue Flores



Before you go: October events 

Date Time Event  Place 
Oct 2 6:30-7:50pm Career Transition Group The Networking Roundtable Macon Cove Campus Bert Bornblum Library 

Auditorium 

Oct 4 11am - noon Plug Into Success Workshop Macon Cove Campus Bert Bornblum Library 
Auditorium 

Oct 8 10am-1pm Educational Transfer Week Maxine A. Smith Center Room 101 
Oct 9 10am-1pm Educational Transfer Week Macon Cove Campus Farris Hallway 
Oct 9 10am-2pm Counseling and Social Services Health Fair Macon Cove Campus 
Oct 9 5pm Student Success Workshop: Adult Student Success Union Avenue Campus, B Building Room 106 
Oct 10 10am-2pm Counseling and Social Services Health Fair Union Avenue Campus 
Oct 10 10am-1pm Educational Transfer Week Union Avenue Campus, B Building Room 106 
Oct 11 10am-1pm Educational Transfer Week Whitehaven Center Room 102 
Oct 11 2-3pm Student Advocacy ( Counseling and Social Services) Whitehaven and Union Avenue Locations 
Oct 22 Noon UNO Tournament Union Avenue Campus, B Building Room 106 

Macon Cove Campus, Farris Building Game room 

Oct 22 Noon – 3pm Caricature Artist Whitehaven Center 
Oct 23 Noon- 3pm Caricature Artist Maxine A. Smith Center 
Oct 23 TBA  Student Success Workshop: Discovering My Learning Style Gill Center, B Building Room 210 
Oct 24 TBA The Arts: Brooks Museum Fair Brooks Museum 
Oct 24 11am-1:30pm Career Fair Union Avenue Campus 
Oct 30 11am-2pm CAB presents: Laser Tag Union Avenue Campus, B Building Room 106 
Oct 31 11am-2pm CAB presents: Laser Tag Macon Cove Campus, Farris Building, ABC Room 
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